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FAITH
feedings

Facilitator
Considerations

Above all, I thank God for your faith and your partnership in cultivating faith in the next generation for
Jesus Christ. In doing so, you share my passion for securing the conscience of those who follow for faith
in God. The purpose of Faith Feedings…12 principles to nurture your child’s spiritual development is to
teach mothers how to bring God “into the moment” of their family life on earth. Each Faith Feeding provides a framework of wisdom and godliness in a faith home. The goal of this Faith Feedings Study Guide is
to inspire faith mentors of all kinds to be fully engaged in the assimilation of the Word of God into their
children’s heart and home life.
As you answer God’s call to share Faith Feedings with those in your community, I pray that God will
strengthen your own faith and bless your efforts. Please consider the following servant leadership
considerations as you step out to obey God’s mandate to edify faith in this generation and the next.
Pray for God’s guidance as you gather a group of like-minded individuals to take a deeper look at
the Faith Feedings method of integrating scripture into the family.
The Faith Feedings Study Guide has been created to inspire those with an inkling of faith and
further establish those with a deeper commitment to knowing God’s Word.
Picture yourself as a Facilitator. Lead the members of your group through the questions and scripture
references. Resist the opportunity to serve as a teacher. In this way you will encourage others in your
circle to share these faith building principles with others.
Always read The Story. The Bible accounts written in Faith Feedings may be the first introduction of some to the wealth of the Bible. Reading them as written will serve to maximize the
opportunity to encourage others to know God through His Word.
Encourage personal reading of Faith Feedings. Be consistent in referencing the book and connecting the members of your group with the application and perspectives of the Scriptural
principles that are presented.
Focus on The Nourishment and The Point to Faith elements of Faith Feedings. The goal of this
work is to teach readers how to bring God “into the moment” in the life of their family. Each
week ask participants this question: “How have you been able to been able to bring God “into the
moment” this week?
Be deliberate as you build community in your time with those God has gathered. Be sensitive to
the faith growth of each mother (or grandmother, aunt or neighbor etc). Provide a caring
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atmosphere that fosters faith confidence and creates a desire for Christian fellowship. I encourage you to avoid asking members of the group to pray or to read out loud. And by all means,
stress confidentiality and respect for what has been shared. Your role as a facilitator is to provide
an atmosphere of trust and integrity.
Introduce those in your circle of influence to The Growing Robe Blog where they will find
weekly posts to incrementally sow faith in their precious children. http://thegrowingrobe.com
If possible, have Bibles at hand for those who do not yet have one. Nurture personal Bible familiarity by aiding and encouraging participants as they search for and find the scriptures used in
the Faith Feedings Study Guide.
Remember that as you step out to serve God that He wants to do a mighty work in your own
heart and faith family. Watch for it. Wait for it. Pray for it!
May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us,
establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands.
Psalm 90:17

Note: Register your group by sending your name, City/State and Faith Feedings Study Guide meeting
timeframe to deedeecass@gmail.com. It would be my privilege to provide prayer support for your faith
building passion in your community. I look forward to hearing your comments and questions about the
Faith Feedings faith movement on your watch.
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FAITH
feedings

Introduction

PONDER THE PREMISE OF FAITH FEEDINGS
There’s a cry in the night that must be satisfied. Every mother has heard it.
It’s a cry that pierces sleep and raises weary heads from pillows of comfort.
It’s a cry that screams need and begs a mother’s help.
This cry sounds from the soul of every child.
It is a cry of hunger for God.
Faith Feedings satisfies the cry in the night.

INTRODUCTION
One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts. Psalm 145:4
Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord. They will proclaim his
righteousness to a people yet unborn. Psalm 22:30-31
The living, the living—they praise you, as I am doing today; fathers tell their children about your
faithfulness. Isaiah 38:19

1 Who is responsible for testifying about God to the next faith generation?

2 On a scale of 1-5, how would you rate the Church universal on their efforts to secure faith in the next

generation?

3 How does the present culture and society support your answer?
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4 Why can’t we rely on culture, education, technology, or government to build a heritage of faith in

our offspring?

5 Who are those on the front line of responsibility for faith in the young among us?

REASON TOGETHER...

6 How can we instill passion for the Bible in our children and those in our circle of influence?

CONNECTING SCRIPTURES

7 What is God’s mandate concerning faith in the next generation?
Deuteronomy 6:4-9/Psalm 78:4-7

8 How do these verses work together to bring the light of God into the darkness of the world

around us?

Matthew 5:16/1 John 1:5

9 On Page 21 of Faith Feedings, DeeDee states: “Standing firm in all the will of God does not happen

outside of the Word of God.” Discuss the correlation between keeping God’s decrees as found in the Bible
and standing firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured?
Psalm 119:11/Colossians 4:12
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THE CHARGE

Read out loud these words from Psalm 23:1-4
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me
beside the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

10 Identify some of the aspects of being a shepherd of sheep that are found in these 4 verses.

11 DeeDee shares her deep respect and sensitivity for a mother’s already packed life. (FF. P. 24 Last

Paragraph) What do you think she means by her desire that you “unpack your life and find God in it”?

Faith Feedings is divided into three parts which progress from “milk” to “solid food”.

12 Part I—Spiritual Milk

You must crave pure spiritual milk so that you can grow into the fullness of your salvation. Cry out for
this nourishment as a baby cries for milk, now that you have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness.
1 Peter 2:2-3 NLT (FF. P. 27)

13 Part II—Living Water

Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them. John 7:37-38 (FF. P. 77)

14 Part III—Bread of Life

And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who
believes in Me shall never thirst.” John 6:35 NKJV (FF. P. 123)
Explain the parallel between the progression of milk to solid food and spiritual maturity in the life
of a person of faith.

Pray daily that God will give the members of your family a hunger for God that can only be satisfied by a knowledge of God through His Word. AND Be ready to bring God into the moment in the
journey ahead!

PRAYER FOR REVIVAL (Colleen Fraser—Foreword. FF. P. 24)
“Holy Father, may You use this book to revive the hearts of mothers toward You and toward their children. May You use it, O Lord, to raise up a generation of fully devoted Christ followers who impact the
nation and the world with the character and grace of Jesus Christ shining through them, a beacon of light
calling people out of the darkness into the kingdom of the Son You love. Amen.” (Colossians 1:13-14)
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feeding

1

Ideal Mother

Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord.
1 Samuel 2:21
The Story

Read the story Ideal Mother

Background

1 God’s promise to Abraham is first stated in Genesis 12:1-3.

The word will is used seven times in the framework of God’s call to Abraham.
Identify the seven wills of the Lord.

2 Hannah made a promise to the Lord as recorded in 1 Samuel 1:11.

What did Hannah promise the Lord? (notice the words if you will …NIV)

 Describe the challenge Hannah would have had in keeping her promise to God?

 How did keeping this promise to God strengthen Hannah’s faith?

The Nourishment

Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord. 1 Samuel 2:21

3 Where did the Old Testament character, Samuel, have to reside in order to grow up

in God’s presence?
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4 Read Matthew 1:23. How does this verse give you insight on God’s Presence as used in the

New Testament?

 For further insight view DeeDee’s Blog Post:
http://thegrowingrobe.com/2015/04/15/his-presence-in-the-present/

The Lesson—A Robe for Samuel

5 So the day came, when Samuel was weaned from his mother’s breast, that Hannah with her husband’s

blessing, dedicated him to a life as a priest of the Lord. This touching scene is described in 1 Samuel 1:2128. Taking special note of 1 Samuel 1:27-28, thoughtfully read Hannah’s prayer in 2:1-11.
 What is the overall tone of Hannah’s prayer?

 What is the overall message of Hannah’s prayer?

 Who is the object of Hannah’s prayer?

 What does Hannah say about God in vs. 2?

 Have you ever had a deep awareness of the goodness of God?
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6 For deeper consideration…Read the beginning of the song of praise entitled Mary’s Song in

Luke 1:46-49. How are these two faith mother’s similar in their view of God and their response to God?
(Note: DeeDee believes that Mary knew the scriptures and her response flowed from what was stored in
her heart!)

 “Hannah knows that beneath all human events are the ways of God, and submission to God is the
deepest human response.” (Scripture Union. Encounter with God. 07/14/12.)

The Growing Robe

“It is my pleasure to share the essence of The Growing Robe. I was a young mom when I first met Hannah
in my study of the Bible. The thought of the sacrificial giving of her son Samuel to the service of the Lord
had a lasting impression on me. Hannah’s dedication to God and to her first-born framed faith parenting
in my home. Perhaps that is why The Growing Robe became the connecting thread in my writing of Faith
Feedings. Now I delight to impart The Growing Robe to parents who are poised to pass faith to their own
families. By God’s grace, may The Growing Robe secure the conscience of your own beloved offspring for
faith in God.” 		
—DeeDee Cass

7 You will find an overview of The Growing Robe on Page 35 of Faith Feedings. Consider each of the directions listed. Use the following Growing Robe Worksheet on page 11 to record evaluations of your child
as outlined on Page 35; Number 1 in your Faith Feedings Book. Purpose to engage in these suggestions as
you integrate the Faith Feeding principles into the lives of your young. The concept of The Growing Robe
will aid in framing your faith motherhood going forward. It will make you keenly aware of the privilege
and responsibility of building a faith legacy in your family.
 Think about Hannah’s decision to make an annual robe for her son, Samuel. How do you think
God used those annual robes to help Hannah keep her promise that Samuel would grow up in the
presence of the Lord?

 Share some of the “Meanwhiles” in your life—times of waiting on the next thing. How do you
think your child’s Growing Robe will support your faith parenting?

 Visit DeeDee’s website/blog for ongoing “sowing faith” principles.
http://thegrowingrobe.com
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The Point to Faith
How do think your own life will be impacted by bringing God into the moment in your
children’s lives?

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for being present in my life. I pray that You will bless me with the
wisdom and understanding needed to grow faith in my child. Bring others across their paths that will
strengthen them in their relationship with You. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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2

boy jesus

And Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and men.
Luke 2:52
Reflect

1 Share way(s) that you brought an awareness of God’s presence in your family?

The Story

Read the story Boy Jesus

Background

2 According to Luke 2:22-24 in what two ways did Joseph and Mary obey the Law regarding their

first-born son (Son).

3 The meeting of Simeon and the prophetess, Anna, is described in Luke 2:25-40. What was their

message to the young parents? (Simeon—Luke 2:25-26; Anna—Luke 2:38)

4 Put yourself in Joseph and Mary’s sandals. How would you depict their trip home.

5 Even at 12 years old Jesus spoke words that would be printed in red in our Bibles. What do the words

recorded in Luke 2:49-50 reveal about Jesus’ insight regarding His identity?
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The Nourishment

And Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature, and favor with God and men (all peoples). Luke 2:52

6 What are the aspects of growth found in this verse?

7 Give examples of spiritual markers that might prompt you to speak this verse to your child.

8 How does Luke 2:52 provide a standard for godly parenting?

9 Is the Luke 2:52 accolade only applicable to children? Share a time when it would have been a good

affirmation to your own faith.

The Lesson—Dr. Luke’s account of the early family life of Jesus

10 We have Dr. Luke to thank for this beautiful look into the heart of Jesus’ Mother. Her response to the

life-altering announcement by the angel Gabriel. Personally, I (DeeDee) found three of the verses in Luke
1:28-45 worthy of memorization. See if you agree. Why?
For nothing is impossible with God. (Luke 1:37)

“I am the Lord’s servant”, Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” (Luke 1:38)

Blessed is she who has believed what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished! (Luke 1:45)
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11 The Gospels reveal that God was totally involved in the life of His Son, Jesus. Read Psalm 139:13,1516. How do these words indicate that God is uniquely involved in the personhood of our children? In
your own life?

12 Mary’s Motherhood progressed from a lowly manger to a lifted-up cross. What are some of the

“glimpses of God” that she treasured in her heart over the span of those thirty-three years ? (Luke 2:19)

13 Have you noticed “glimpses of God” in others? Are you comfortable with speaking faith encouragements to people God brings into your path?

14 Do you have a special needs child? Do you know a special needs child? Share how they have blessed
others in spite of their limitations.

The Point to Faith

Has your child demonstrated godly character today? Be deliberate about affirming them with Luke 2:52.
Use this verse to let you child know in a consistent way that they have responded to life in a wise and
biblical way.
PRAYER: Dear Jesus, allow me to see and affirm godliness in my child. Help me to use this verse to encourage those in my care in the way they should walk as your children. Bless You for the model You are for the
next generation and me. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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3

You Are God’s
Good Idea

Then God said, “Let us make man in our own image, in our likeness.”
... So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them. Genesis 1:26-27

Reflect

1 Did God give you opportunity to speak Luke 2:52 in to the lives of your children this week?

Or perhaps into the life of your spouse or faith friend?

The Story

Read the story You are God’s Good Idea!

Background

2 Name some good human ideas that have been helpful to society.

3 How do God’s good ideas differ from good ideas that men and women bring forth?

4 Isaiah 55:11… “so it is with my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but

will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
Speak out loud God’s good ideas regarding Creation (FF. P. 50-51) with Isaiah 55:11 in mind.
What was the result of all the spoken creation ideas of God?
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What was God’s response to His Creation?

What is the crowning glory of all Creation?

What is God’s relationship to the Universe?

What are some words or phrases that aptly describe attitudes toward what God has created—
including each other.

The Nourishment

5 Then God said, “Let us make man in our own image, in our likeness. ... So God created man in his own

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:26-27

According to Genesis 1:26-27 what are three God-view characteristics of human beings?

What was God’s sixth day evaluation of what He created? (Genesis 1:31)

Describe the trickle down outcome of a generation who views themselves through God’s eyes.
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6 “The creation account is crucial to faith in God. To dismiss God from the beginning is to dismiss God

from the ending and everything in between. Make “In the beginning God” the foundation of your child’s
faith.” (FF. P. 52)
Why is a knowledge of the creation account valuable to the faith of your children?

7 Share some God-given tendencies and characteristics you have observed in your young family.

8 What advantages and benefit would our next generation have if they knew and believed that they

were truly God’s Good Idea? (Consider the publisher’s Call Out on P. 52 of Faith Feedings.)

The Lesson—Three Growing Robe Characteristics

9 Value

What are the aspects of the “value crisis” that is surfacing in our homes, schools, and nation?

How does “Made by God” give an individual a sense of value and security?

10 Identity

In an earthly sense what is the value of exploring and knowing your family heritage?

What is the value of knowing your heavenly heritage? Which of these two searches is trending in
our present culture?
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How does Luke 2:49 reveal Boy Jesus’ understanding of His identity?

Read Luke 2:50. Do you see a link between the knowledge of identity and obedience? How can we
leverage identity and obedience in our children?

What do you think Mary treasured in her heart on her long ride home?

11 Influence
Discuss the missing element of positive influence in the lives of school aged young people?

What do you think about the relationship between value, identity, and influence?

“Every child needs to grasp their potential for influence because every child needs to know that
their life matters.” (FF. P. 56) How will helping you child know that their life matters encourage
godly conduct in their lives?

The Point to Faith

Communicate to your child that he or she is special to God. Such knowledge will change their lives and
the lives of those around them. The hard question is this: Do you need to accept and believe the fact that
you, too, are God’s Good Idea?
Prayer: Lord God, thank You for creating me as I am. Help my family to understand in a deeper way
how much You value each one of us. May we, in turn, value each other and the ones You bring into our
lives. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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4

My Mother,
My Grandmother

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.
Proverbs 22:6
Reflect

1 Did you notice anything in creation this week that stirred thanksgiving in your heart? Did you share

that gratitude with your family?

The Story

Read My Mother, My Grandmother

Background

2 The Apostle Paul’s relationship with Timothy is revealed in Philippians 2:20 and 2 Timothy 2-5.

Glean from these passages the special aspects of their father-son Gospel partnership.

The Nourishment

3 Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22-6
What is the traditional meaning of this verse?

List specific ways to train up a child in the way he should go? (Especially consider the value of
scripture memorization.)

4 The Hebrew word derek sheds light on an alternative meaning of this verse. (FF. P. 61) The word derek

in the original translation can be said to mean manner. Manner corresponds to the English word bent.
With this interpretation the verse would read: Train up a child according to his bent. This meaning brings
us to the question: What are the natural affinities and gifts of your child? What do they love to do?
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What puts a glint in your child’s eye?

How do you think affirming your son’s or daughter’s God-giftedness would help their sense of
fulfillment and contribute to their faith confidence?

Do you consider it a possibility that a child who is fulfilled in the exercise of his interests and gifts
would be less likely to demonstrate rebellious actions?

The Lesson—Three Characteristics of Faith

5 Grace

What do each of these scriptures reveal about God’s grace?
Titus 3:4

Ephesians 2:8-9

Romans 3:23

Who is the source of all grace?

How can mothers reflect God’s grace in their families. (List. FF. P. 69)
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6 Contentment

How does the Apostle Paul define contentment in Philippians 4:11-13?

According to Faith Feedings (p.71) what is the secret of contentment.?

What is Paul’s prayer for the Church at Ephesus? See Ephesians 3:16

What are practical ways to convey your contentment to your kiddos?

7 A Servant’s Heart

How is the heart of a servant described in these verses?
Matthew 20:26-28

John 13:12-17

8 Read Colossians 3:24. How can this verse give you a new perspective in your service to God in your
family, your work, your church and your community?
The Point to Faith

“Mothers trained in righteousness produce righteous-ready children.” (FF. P. 74) Think of new ways that
you can leverage your faith in your home.
Prayer: Father in heaven, I ask You this day for wisdom to teach my children to walk in a way that
pleases You. Help me to model faith in God in our home. Thank You for the privilege of encouraging faith
in the next generation. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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5

Bad News Boys

. . . [Eli’s] sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them.
1 Samuel 3:13
Reflect

1 How has Proverbs 22:6 encouraged you to influence the faith of your offspring?

The Story

Read Bad News Boys

BACKGROUND

2 Are you surprised to see examples of parental short-comings in the Bible?

3 Why do you think they are included?

4 How did God honor each of these Biblical fathers?
Genesis 35:9-10
2 Samuel 7:16
1 Samuel 2:11

The Nourishment

5 . . . [Eli’s] sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them. 1 Samuel 3:13

What does this verse reveal about parental accountability before God?
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Refer to the Six Aspects of Godly living on Page 82 of Faith Feedings. In what ways do they encourage
your faith parenting? Choose one of them as a focus for the upcoming week.

The Lesson—Parental Responsibility Before God

6 How do these verses highlight the fact that there are no guarantees regarding the outcome of the

character of our children? Do these outcomes alter our parental responsibility before God?
1 Samuel 2:12

1 Samuel 8:3

7 What wisdom does the “Bible Manual” impart regarding raising godly children? (FF P. 83-84)

8 Paul gives us a Biblical perspective of family relationships that are honoring to God. Read Ephesians

6:1-4 with your family in mind.

Identify the command given to children.

What are the three reasons given for following this command?

What is the challenge of this Bible passage?

How is the task of a parent stated?
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9 Consider the words of David about the richness of the Law of the Lord in Psalm 19:7-11.
How do they support and encourage your privilege and responsibility as a parent?

The Point to Faith

Stress to your children the importance of behavior in light of eternity. Remind them that obedience
brings blessing. (See blog post: www.thegrowingrobe.com/2015/05/27/on-guard/)
PRAYER: Dear Jesus, help me to be a mother who disciplines my children in love. Give me grace when I am
weary and peace when I feel stress. I am grateful for your patience with me as I learn to obey your commands. Enable me to teach my children principles of faith. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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6

Cliff Climbing

“Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said. “Go ahead; I am with you
heart and soul.” 1 Samuel 14:7
Reflect

1 Have the words “Obedience Brings Blessing” come to your mind this week? Have you thought about

the 6 aspects of godly discipline (FF. P. 82)?

The Story

Read Cliff Climbing

2 Read 1 Samuel 14:6-7. Discuss the value of having someone share your hopes and dreams?

The Nourishment

“Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said. “Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul.”
1 Samuel 14:7

3 How can faith mentors make a difference in the lives of young people?

4 What are some ways you can be an armor-bearer to the members of your family?

5 Have you made the awesome discovery that God is working in the lives of your children?

Share examples.
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The Lesson—Supporting your child’s mission

6 Have you ever had someone believe in you and cooperate with what you thought God was calling you

to do? What effect did it have on you?

7 Dr. Luke gives an account of the relationship between Elizabeth, the mother of John, and Mary, the
Mother of Jesus. Trace the armor-bearer thread through the following scripture verses.
Luke 1:13
Luke 1:25
Luke 1:30-31
Luke 1:35-37
Luke 1:38
Luke 1:41-42
Luke 1:45

8 How do these Bible passages reveal the extent of God’s desire to encourage you to accomplish His will

and purpose for your life?

9 Do you have an armor-bearer in your life? Have you been an armor-bearer to another?
The Point to Faith

No one knows your children better than you do. No one has a better understanding of their strengths and
weaknesses. You are God’s choice to carry their sword and their shield. “Go ahead, do all that you have in
mind. I am with you heart and soul.”
PRAYER: Lord, You know well the value of having a mother who cooperates with God’s plan. Your own
mother knew of your divine origin and purpose even though she didn’t know all the details of your life. Show
me how to come alongside my children every day so that they can fulfill your plan in their lives. In faith, I
accept this role. In faith, I trust You to encourage and enable those in my care to realize their deepest desires
and dreams according to your will. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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7

Hadassah’s Story
God’s Glory

And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?
Esther 4:14
Reflect

1 Did you climb any cliffs this week? Share your armor-bearer story.

The Story

Read Hadassah’s Story—God’s Glory

Background

2 Esther 2:5-7 reveals God’s sovereignty in Israel’s history. Why was Esther in Susa? Who was responsi-

ble for the young maiden, Esther?

3 What does Philippians 3:20 reveal about the citizenship of the gospel faith community?

4 What does this Bible story reveal about Esther that is helpful to our own journey as citizens in

a foreign land?

The Nourishment

And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this? Esther 4:14
Read Esther 4:12-14

5 How did Mordecai encourage Esther not to neglect her duty to the Jews?
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6 Put in your own words the message of Mordecai to Esther as found in Esther 4:14.

7 There are two call-outs in this section of Faith Feedings (author thoughts highlighted by the publish-

er). Comment on each one. (Refer to FF. P. 102 &103 for further insight).

8 Help your children to recognize specific seasons in their young lives: seasons of fun, seasons of

challenge, seasons of suffering, sadness, and discipline, seasons of growth, and seasons of opportunity.
How will recognizing the different seasons of a young person’s life help them to know that God is at
work in their life and they can trust Him to guide and help them in all seasons of their lives?

Teach your children that stumbling blocks are mere stepping stones.

How would you explain the statement: “In God’s economy, stumbling blocks are never wasted.”?

The Lesson—Esther’s Legacy

9 Esther’s Obedience

According to Esther 2:10, what did Mordecai forbid Esther to do?

How did Esther’s obedience to her cousin work in the favor of what God was accomplishing
through her?
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10 Esther’s Faith

How did Esther put her faith in action as described in Esther 4:15-17?

How did Mordecai show his agreement with her courage?

		

11 Esther’s Success

Esther 5:1-5 records the king’s pleasure with Esther. What did the king do as a sign to Esther that
her mission would be successful?

Relate Proverbs 21:1 to Esther’s story.

How are Esther’s Story in the palace of King Xerxes and the ancient words of King Solomon relevant to the risky and unsettled world we live in today?

Point to Faith

Help your children to understand the difference between random and purposeful. Explain to them that
“There is no random in God.” He knows every tick of earth’s clock. Every movement is in direction
toward God or away from Him. Teach your child, therefore, that every situation is a place to be used by
God (FF. P. 108).
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, I confess that the seasons of my life seem to be anything but royal. Give me eyes
to see the importance of where I am right now. Also help me to instill in my child the need to embrace the
seasons of their lives so that they grow in faith in one royal position after another. In Jesus’ Name I pray.
Amen.
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8

Nick’s Night Job

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.
3 John 1:4
Reflect

1 Have you been able to recognize any royal positions in your life or in the life of your family this week?

The Story

Read Nick’s Night Job

Background

John 2:25 is a very revealing scripture.

2 What does this verse reveal about Jesus?

3 What does it reveal about Nicodemus?

4 Do you think the Jesus’ meeting and ensuing dialogue was a random event in the life of Nicodemus?

5 What was Nicodemus’ day job? What became his “night” job?
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The Nourishment

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 3 John 1:4

6 What does Romans 10:17 indicate about faith?

7 What was the clear message that Nicodemus heard from Jesus. John 3:16?

8 What did Jesus express about the faith of children in Mark 10:14-15.

9 Why do children have a great propensity for faith?

10 What value does Jesus place on the faith of children?

11 Read Psalm 145:4. What is the mandate of the church?

12 How would you rate the church’s effort toward securing the faith of the next generation?

13 What will be the eventual result?

14 What would you consider as the main message of the Bible?
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The Lesson—Nicodemus gets his questions answered

15 What does Jesus say that it means to be born again? (John 3:5-6)

“Jesus’ response to Nicodemus reveals the biblical truth about spiritual rebirth. Our mothers gave birth to
our flesh. Only Jesus can give birth to our spirit. Only through Jesus can we be born again. Jesus is God’s
only Son. He is our only Savior. His is the only Righteousness that covers our sin before a holy God.” (PP.
Page 114)

16 Only Son

In addition to John 3:16 the Bible gives insight about Jesus as God’s Son. How do the following passage
describe Jesus?
Matthew 3:17

Matthew 17:5

Luke 1:31-33

17 Only Savior

How do these verses speak of Jesus as the Only Savior?
Numbers 21:7-8

John 1: 12-13

Acts 4:12
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18 Only Righteousness

We can only have a relationship with God if we have a righteousness that comes from God through
Jesus Christ. Is self-righteousness adequate for a relationship with God? Why or Why not?

In God’s righteousness we have forgiveness of sins and experience new birth. What light does
2 Corinthians 5:17 shed our new birth in Christ?

What worldly thoughts might stand in the way of a person being born again?
(FF. P. 117)

The Bible reveals the truth of a relationship with God. Read each of the Bible truths out-loud and
let them speak to your heart. (FF. P. 117-118)

The Point to Faith

The Point to Faith is this: John 5:24 I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
How many birthdays have you crossed over?
PRAYER: Eternal God, I am in awe of your love for all people. Thank You for giving your Son as a means of
salvation. I earnestly ask You to give me the joy of my salvation. Allow me to experience the joy of knowing
that my children walk in your truth. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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9

Boy to Man

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowledge him and he will make your paths straight.
Proverbs 3:5-6
Reflect

1 Is your faith growing as you hear the word of God in Faith Feedings? If so, then the joy of knowing

your children are walking in the truth is growing as well. Do you see the connection between these
two concepts?

The Story

Read Boy to Man

Background

2 How did the following Bible verses impact Joseph’s life?
Genesis 37:3

Genesis 37: 5-9

The Nourishment

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge
him and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6

3 How does God’s understanding overshadow an individual’s personal assumptions about his/her life?

See Psalm 147:4-5.

4 How will a sense of destiny help young people endure hardship and suffering?
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5 Should we expect such trouble in this world? How did Jesus answer this question?
John 16:33

6 How can John 14:27 encourage us in times of trouble and turmoil?

The Lesson—Three family pitfalls and three robes for Joseph

7 Nothing will wreck family relationships more than favoritism. God’s family consists of Jews and Gen-

tiles. What does the Bible say about God’s impartiality in Romans 2:11?

8 How does James 2:1 clarify us as ones who should not show favoritism?

9 There is no room for jealousy and hatred in a life of faith. How do the following Bible statements

provide a standard for loving family relationships?
Exodus 20:17

John 13:34

Colossians 3:13
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10 Joseph was a model son. Yet, he provoked his brother’s to jealousy and hate by his prideful attitude.
What warning does King Solomon give about pride in Proverbs 16:18?
Can we hide pride from God? See Hebrews 4:12

11 The robe foreshadowed Joseph’s future of significance to God’s plan and his royal position. In the

present, however, it sent a message of exaltation of one over the other to Jacob’s ten older sons. How did
the robe play into the greatest heartbreak of Jacob’s life. See Genesis 37:31-32.

12 Many years later Joseph demonstrated grace and forgiveness toward his brothers. How did he view
what they had done?

Genesis 50:19-20

13 The cloak that Joseph wore as Pharaoh’s servant served to land him in prison. What assumptions do

you think Joseph made about his captive situation? Do you think he lost faith when he lost his position as
Pharaoh’s assistant?

14 Eventually, Joseph rose to the second in command over the reigning King of Egypt. The essence of
the colorful robe of his youth came to pass. He now wore a robe of fine linen with a gold chain and
possessed the King’s Signet ring. King David spoke of God’s presence in his own life centuries later.
How did Psalm 138:8 apply to the life of Joseph?

15 Comment on how Proverbs 3:5-6 was an evident standard in Joseph’s life.
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16 In every season of his life, Joseph acknowledged God and God acknowledged Joseph. Do you see the
value of patterning your child’s Growing Robe after the Bible character Joseph?

The Point to Faith

“How much of the world’s knowledge do you think you possess? How does this question shed light on the
value of trusting God? “ Acknowledge God’s wisdom and power as his Holy Spirit reveals it to you. Get
ready. Straight paths ahead!”(FF. P. 136)
PRAYER: Eternal God, I pray that You will allow me to view life through your eyes. Help me to give my
children hope to carry on and the character to endure. May we as a family acknowledge You in all our ways
as we seek to follow your way for our lives. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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Exiled Faith

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
Reflect

1 Has Proverbs 3:5-6 given you pause to think about your life differently this week? Have you had

opportunity to sew (sow) this Biblical precept into your child’s Growing Robe?

The Story

Read Exiled Faith

Background

2 The story of Daniel is set in Babylon. How did a young Jewish boy end up there? See II Kings 24:14.

3 For what reason was Daniel separated from his parents? See Daniel 1:3

4 What attributes did Daniel possess that qualified him for the King’s service? See Daniel 1:4

The Nourishment

“For I know the plans I have for you,”declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

5 “Daniel’s faith parents taught him to walk with God in the present and trust God with the future.”

(FF. P. 139) How would Jeremiah 29:11 encourage Daniel to persist in his faith regardless of
his circumstances?
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The Lesson—Looking at Jeremiah 29:11 in biblical context

6 Who delivered the Israelites from Jerusalem to Babylon? See Jeremiah 29:4

7 Review Jeremiah 29:4-9. List the practical directions that God gave the Israelites for their

life in captivity.

8 What does God promise the exiles in Jeremiah 29:14?

9 The principles of the Bible are timeless. Let’s apply Jeremiah 29:11 to present day Christian living.
Babylon in the Bible refers to the world apart from God. Jesus’ words to his disciples about their
role in the world are recorded in John 15:18-19. What does Jesus say about the attitude of the world
toward his disciples?

10 Jesus is very concerned with how we reflect his character to the world. Our conduct matters to God.

1 John 2:6 gives insight on how we should walk our lives of faith. Whoever claims to live in him must walk
as Jesus did. Consider the following verses regarding godly behavior.
1 Peter 2:11-12

2 Peter 3:11

Titus 3:1-2
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11 The credibility of the Bible is based on God’s power and willingness to keep His promises.

What has God promised to those whose sins have been forgiven through faith in Jesus Christ?
1 John 2:25

Hebrews 13:5

12 God has a plan for our lives as well. As believers in Jesus we can trust that His Word is true for our
own futures. How do the following verses give you hope for your future?
John 14:1-4 (verse 6—the key)

Revelation 21:3-4

The Point to Faith

One of the ways to teach your child to trust God is to help your child to know God through the Bible.
Daily bring a story or scripture verse to your child’s attention. In this way, you will help to develop in
them a spiritual thirst for a personal relationship with God.
PRAYER: God of Hope, I ask You to give to me a faith that is anchored in You. Impart your plan for my
future to me and to my offspring. Above all things, may my children never lose hope in You. Preserve and
protect them as they encounter those things that would erode in their minds the reason for their being. In
Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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For Goodness’ Sake

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it:
Love your neighbor as yourself. Matthew 22:37-39
Reflect

1 How does the story of Daniel help you know how to pray for your son or daughter as they navigate in

the challenges they face in the world?

The Story

Read For Goodness’ Sake

Background

As you consider the story of The Good Samaritan recall the words of John 2:25: He did not need man’s
testimony about man, for he new what was in a man.

2 What was the question asked by the Jewish legal expert that opened the door for Jesus’ story about

showing mercy to others. See Luke 10:25

3 What verse in the Law did Jesus refer to him. See Luke 10:27

4 What clarification did the man of the Law request? See Luke 10:29

5 How did Jesus further speak about the Jewish leaders’ lack in the area of loving others?

See Matthew 23:23.
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6 How did Jesus’ example of love to a Samaritan man make this parable piercing to the hearts of the

Jewish leaders? See John 4:9.

The Nourishment

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first
and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. Matthew 22:37-39

7 Consult Matthew 22:38-40 to explain why we should make obeying these two commands a priority in

our parenting?

8 A parable is a story with a point and a principle for application. In the parable of the Good Samaritan

Jesus equates loving God and loving others with showing mercy. What is the relationship between the
first and second greatest command in Jesus’ eyes?

9 What are some practical ways you can teach your children to love and show mercy to others?

10 How would praying for the needs of another help to nurture mercy in the hearts of your children?

The Lesson—A Message of Mercy

The parable of the Good Samaritan sent a powerful message to all who heard it.

11 Teachers of the Law
How does this story expose the indifference of religious leaders? (Luke 10:30-37)
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How did God view the priest and the Levite?

12 The Crowds
What does Jesus see when he looks at the masses? See Revelation 3:15-16.

What does the parable of the sower, as told in Luke 8:5-15, say about the faith capacity of the hearts
of people? Refer to Faith Feedings, page 153, first paragraph for a Parable of the Sower summary.
		

13 The Disciples
How would you describe a disciple of Jesus?

How does Matthew 28:18-20 give you insight on characteristics of a disciple of Jesus?

In light of Jesus’ account of the Good Samaritan, what is the mark of true disciple?

Identify ways that you and your children can grow in Christian discipleship.
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The Point to Faith

Give examples of worldly distractions that keep us form loving God. Discuss reasons why we may not
love our neighbor.
PRAYER: Lord God, I do pray that You will empower and enable me and those under my care to be obedient to the commandments You called the greatest. For the love of God and for the sake of goodness, fill us as
a family with your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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12 Wherever You Go

A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies.
Proverbs 31:10
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly and to have mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8

Reflect

1 Share ways in which you have modeled mercy for your family this week?

The Story

Read Wherever You Go

Background

2 Why did Elimelech move his family from Bethlehem to Moab? See Ruth 1:1-2.

3 Describe the events of Naomi’s life during her stay in Moab. See Ruth 1:3-5.

4 Why did Naomi leave Moab? See Ruth 1:6-7.

5 What was Orpah’s life defining moment. See Ruth 1:14.
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6 What was Ruth’s life defining moment? See Ruth 1:16.

7 Describe Naomi’s faith legacy. See Ruth 4:16-17.

The Nourishment

A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. Proverbs 31:10
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to have
mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8
These verses are the Faith Code of Conduct. They embody are previous Faith Feedings…solid food for
both our sons and our daughters.

8 Honesty
Proverbs 12:22 (review) How can this verse help you teach your children God’s view of telling the
truth?

Is there such a thing in God’s view as a “little lie”? Name some common little lies that our children
may have heard.

9 Trustworthiness
How can Romans 14:12 serve as a reason to be trustworthy?
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10 Moral Fiber
What is the significance of 1 Corinthians 3:16 in your effort to teach moral values to your children?

11 Good and Responsible Conduct
Zechariah 7:9-10 and 8:16-17 expands on what God requires of each person. Discuss the conduct
requirements according to God’s word to Zechariah.

12 Humble Walk

What is the incentive for humility as found in James 4:10?

How does Paul describe humility in Philippians 2:3?

Who is the ultimate model of humility? See Philippians 2:6-11. Name some characteristics
of humility displayed in the life of Jesus.

The Lesson—Bridge Building Relationships

13 Naomi
James 3:17 KJV But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. Think about each of these
wisdom qualities. Which ones do you see in yourself? Which ones do you see as challenging to live
out within your own relationships?
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How is easy to be entreated defined in Faith Feedings? (P. 172)

Picture in your mind a YIELD sign on a busy highway. What is the function of a YIELD sign? What
happens when a YIELD sign is ignored?

How do you think allowing the preference of others to take priority in personal relationships
benefits the sharing of the gospel and the building of faith?

What part did easy to be entreated play in the relationship between Naomi and Ruth?

In what way did God impart Isaiah 61:3 to Naomi?

14 Ruth
How was Ruth known in the fields where she gleaned wheat? See Ruth 2:6.

What was the evaluation of Boaz about Naomi’s daughter-in law? See Ruth 2:11.
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What was the ultimate compliment that Boaz paid to Ruth? See Ruth 3:11

For personal faith strengthening: Read (even memorize) Proverbs 31:10-31. Keep in mind that it is
not a “to do” list. Rather, it is a “to be” list. Written in Hebrew acrostic form, it is tagged as the
Epilogue to the previous Proverbs writings about living a godly life with wisdom and in the fear of
the Lord (Proverbs 1:7).

15 Boaz
How does the Bible portray Boaz? See Ruth 2:1, Ruth 2:4, Ruth 4: 1-12.

How did Naomi respond to Boaz’ actions toward Ruth? See Ruth 2:20.

What have you learned about the Hebrew word hesed? (FF. P. 175)

Read Jeremiah 31:3 (NIV). Ponder God’s Divine Love for you? What is your response?

The Point to Faith

Hide Proverbs 31:10 and Micah 6:8 in your heart as a woman and parent of faith.
PRAYER: God in heaven, I ask You to impart to me godly character. I ask You to make integrity the signpost
of those You have given me. Let mercy and justice be evident in all who enter our home and to those You
bring along the paths of our lives. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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Epilogue

Dear Friends in Faith,
I love going back to my childhood home. It brings my past out of the drawer and lets me remember life
as I once knew it. More importantly, it gives me assurance of God’s presence in my life—then and now. In
the scent of sea salt I am aware of His faithfulness. In the roar of the ocean I am reminded of His power
in my life. In the sand beneath my feet I sense His guidance of my footsteps. In the ocean sunrise I know
His eternal love for the child with the love of the shore in her heart. Going back is good. It inspires me to
go forward.
In the story, Return to Ramah, I have pictured Samuel’s homecoming and his realization of the presence
of God in his life through the hand and heart of his mother, Hannah. I exhort you to pave the way for
such a homecoming for your own precious and God-given children. According to the faith God has
initiated in us and the gift of eternal life he has procured for us, can we do less?
I praise God for your faith heritage. I plead with God on behalf of your faith legacy.
DeeDee
Ponder these things and share your faith story with the world!
Your faith legacy
God’s Hand in your life
Your desire to know God through His Word
Your willingness to serve God’s purposes in your life
Your personal faith influence in your family and community relationships
Your celebration of God’s abundant goodness
God’s abounding and eternal love for you alone.

Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you;
He rises to show you compassion.
For the Lord is a God of justice,
Blessed are all who wait for him!
Isaiah 30:18
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12 THINGS

As a wife, mother, Grandmother and woman of faith there are 12 things I desire for our children.
I want them...

1

To live in the presence of God

2

To grow in the likeness of Jesus

3

To find value and significance in God their Creator

4

To walk in ever-increasing faith

5

To be raised in godly discipline

6

To be surrounded by people who believe in them

7

To know that God will fulfill His purpose in their lives

8

To know that God loves them and gave His Son to prove it

9

To trust in the unlimited understanding of God

10

To place their hope in God regardless of their circumstances

11

To earnestly love God and others

12

To reflect godly character and integrity in all they do

These 12 things are the essence of Faith Feedings…12 principles to nurture your
child’s spiritual development.
Follow DeeDee’s faith nurturing blog at:
www.thgrowingrobe.com
Like DeeDee on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/FaithFeedings

